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AN IMPOSSIBLE MAN

T

BY IAN MACLAR-
ENof of Beside the Bonnie Briar

Bush Etc
Copyright 1895 by John Watson
We must have Trixy Marsden on

the Thursdayfor Mrs Leslie was ar
ranging two dinner parties She will
be In her element that evening but-
what are we to d > with Mr Mars
den

Isnt it rather the custom tc invite
a husband with his wife Jle night
even expect to be Included said John
Leslie Do you know Im glad we
came to Putney spring is lovely in
the garden

Never mind spring Just now as-

Leslie threatened an exit to the lawn
you might have some consideration

for an afflicted hostess and Rive your
mind to the Marsden proble-

mIt was Marsden brought spring into
my mind and Leslie sat down with
that expression of resignation on his
face peculiar to husbands consulted-
on domestic affairs he was telling me
this morning in the train that he had
just finish a table of trees in the
order of their budding a sort of spring
priority list tis love for statistics is
amzlng

He is e tting to be known on the 9

train the men keep their eye on him
and bolt into thirds to escape he gave-
a morning on the influenza deathrale
lately and that kind of thing spreads

But hes not a bad fellow for all
that concluded Leslie hes perfect-
ly

¬

straight in business and that is
saying something I rather enjoy half
an hour with him

Very likely you do said his wife
with impatience because your mind
has a squint and you get amusement
out of odd people but everyone has
not your taste for the tiresome H-
Ss

I

enough to devastate a dinner table
do you remember that escapade of his
ast year

You mean when he corrected you
about the American passage and gave
the sailings of the Atlantic liners since
SO and Leslie lay back to enjoy the

past it seemed to me most instruc ¬

tive and everyone gave up conversa ¬

tion to listen
Because no one could do anything-

else with that voice booming through-
the room I can still hear him the
Columbia six days four hours five
minute Then I arose and delivered-
the table

It was only human to be a little
nettled by his accuracy but you
ought not to have retreated so sonfor he gave the express trains of Eng ¬

land a little later and hinted at the
American lines One might almost
call such a memory genius

Which is oftener another name for
Idiocy some one was telling me yes ¬

terday that quiet steady men rush
out or the at the sound of hisrooIvoice and wives have to tell all
eorts of falsehoods

Trixy is one of my oldest and dear ¬

est friends and it would be a shame-
to pass her over but I will not have
her husband on any account

g Perhaps you nre right aa hostess-
it is a little hard for a frivolous circle-
to live up to Marsden and I hear that
he has got up the temperatures of the

j health resorts its a large subject and
lends itself to detail-

It will not be given in this house
What Trix must endure with that
wan simply possessed by a
didactic devil and ought never to have
marred Statistics dont amount to

I suppose as a ground of di-
vorce

¬

Hardly as yet byandby incom-
patibility

¬

In politics or fiction will be
admitted but how do you know that
Mrs Marsden does not appreciate her
husband You never can tell what a
woman sees In a man Perhaps this
woman hungers for statistics as a
makeweight She is very amusing
but a trifle shallow dont you thinkp She used to be the brightest and
most Charming girl in our set and I
have always believed that she was
married to Mr Marsden by her peo¬

ple Trixy has 600 a year settled on
her and they were afraid of fortune
hunters Mothers are apt to feel that-
a girl is safe with a man of the Mars ¬

den type and that nothing more can
be desired

Perhaps they are not far wrong
Marsden is not a romantic figure and
1e is scarcely what you would cal a

brilliant raconteur but heI wife like a slave and he will never
give her asore heartDo you think John that-
a woman with Ideals should b tedio a bore all her days What con

GRATEFUL

rast between her brother and her
husband for instance Godfrey is de
cidedly one of the most charming men

1ever met nice tenor voice I grant
and his drawingroom comedies
very amusing Of course no one be-

lieves a word he says and I think that
the has never got a from
his last bankruptcy you cant ex-
pect perfection Character seems

Tt oscillate between dullness and disho-
nest talk nonsense for the sake of
alliteration John Trixys brother was
mever Intended for business he ought-
to have been a writer and I know-
he was asked join the staff of the
Booroeller happy thought Ill ask

him to come with his sister instead of
Mr Marsden-

And this was the note
Dear TrX making up din

nerparty for the evening of June
at 8 oclock and we simply cannot go-
on without you and Mr Marsden
Write instantly to say you accept it-

Ms an age since Ive seen you tind-
my husband absolutely devoted to
Mr darsden He was telling me only

I minute ago that one reason why
goes y the train to get the

at i

benefit of your husbands conversa
tion With much love

Yours affectionately
Florence Leslie

P SI does seem shame that
Mr should have waste
evening on set of stupid people and
if he cant tear himself from his books
then you wi take home a scolding to
him from

P SIMr Marsden will not con
Godfrey to take care

of you and tell him that we shall
expect some music

ICome this corner Trixy and let
us have a quiet talk before the men
arrive from the dining room I hope
your husband is duly grateful to me
for allowing him off this social ordeaL
Except perhaps John dont think
there is person here fit discuss

with himthing Mr Marsden does not care one
straw whether they know his subjects
or not so long as people will listen to
him and Im sure he was quite eager-
to come but wanted Godfrey to have-
a little pleasur-

eIm so sorry for poor Godfrey and
Mrs Marsden settled herself down
confidences You know he lost all
his money two years ago through no
fault of his own I was simply the
stupidity of hif partner who was quite
a common man and could not carry
out Godfreys plans

My husband might have helped the
firm through their difficulty but he
was quite obstinate and very unkind
also He spoke as if Godfrey hail
been careless and lazy when the poor
fellow really injured his health and
had go to Brighton for two months-
to recruit put Mrs Les-

lie we happened be at the Metro
pole one week andand Godfrey looked
utterly jaded

You have no Idea how much he
suffered Florrie and how beautifully
he bore the trial Why had it not
been for me he would not have had
money to pay his hotel bill and that
was a dreadful change for aman lkhim He has always been very
and much petted by people

The poor fellow has never been able
to find suitable post since although-
he spends days in the city among his
old friends and can see how it is
telling on him AndFlorrie
wouldnt mention anyone except-
an old friend Mr Marsden has not
made house pleasant to poor God

fry
You dont mean that he re

flects on his misfortunes
Doesnt he7 Its simply disgusting

what he will say at times Orly yes
terday morningthis is absolutely be
tween you and me one must have
some confidant Godfrey made some
remark in fun about the cut of Toms
coat he will not go you know do
what I like to a proper tailor

Godfrey is certainly much better
dressed said Mrs Leslie than
either of our husbands

Perhaps it was that made Tom an-
gry but at any rate he said quitE
shortly I cant afford to dress better
and of course Godfrey knew what he

was cruel the circummeant for many men spend far more
their clothes than Godfrey He

simply gives his mind to the matter
and takes care of his things he will
spend any time selecting a color or
getting a coat fitted

your brother quite de
pendent his friends Trixy

Yes in the meantime and that is
the reason why we ought to be the
more considerate I wished settle
half my income him but it is onlv

third of what it used to be some-
thing to do with investments has re
duced iand Mr Marsden would not
hear a thing he allows God
frey 100 year but that hardly keeps
him in clothes and pocket money

Still dont you think its all God
frey could expect and Mrs Leslie
was inclined for once to defend this
abused man Few husbands would-
do as much for brotherinlaw-

Oh of course he does It for my
sake and he means be kind But
Florrie Mr Marsden is so careful and
saving always speaking as if we were
poor and had to lay up for the future
while know he has a large income
and sure business

Why he would not leave that hor-
rid street in Highbury say what
could and owe it to Godfrey that
we have come to Putney When Tom
went out Alexandria my brother
simply took our present house and
had it furnished in Mr Marsdens-
name and so when he came home from
Alexandria we were established the
Cottage

John is the best husbands but-
I dare not have changed our house in
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his absence and Mrs Leslie began toget new views on the situation WasMr Marsden rather startled-
He was inclined to be withGodfrey but I sent the boy angr

of Scar ¬
borough for a month and is neverhasty to me only tresomeyou cantimagine how

Is it the statistics
Worse than that He has begun theReformation now and insists on read¬ing from some stuffy old book every

evening Dumas history I think tillI wish there never had been such athing and we were al Catho ¬

lcsrer likely he would have leadPopes then or the saintsMy dear girl you dont wish to haveyour mind improved You ought tobe proud of your husband most mensleep after dinner with an eveningpaper in their hands and are quitecross if they are wakened But therethey come and we must have God ¬freys last song
III

Nurse wI rise at 4 apd bring youa nice tea Are you sure youwill not weary being alone for two
hour and Mrs Marsden in charmIng outdoor dress blew eaudecolorfne

7

about the room Dont you love
scentWhere are you going asked Mars ¬

den following her with fond eyes
You told me yesterday but I forget

this illness has made me stupider than
ever I think Wasnt it some char¬

ity
Its the new society every one is

so interested in The Working Wives
Culture union What is wanted is
happy homes for the working men
quoting freely from an eloquent wo¬

man orator and the women must be
elevated so the East End is to be di¬

vided into districts and two young
women will be allotted to each Are
you listening-

Yes but I rests me to lie
with my eyes closed Tell me all about
your society What are the young la-
dies

¬

to do
Oh theyre to visit the wives inthe

afternoon and read books to them
solid books you know about wages
and al kinds of things work ¬

ing men Then in the eening
the wives will be able to talk with
their husbands on equal terms and
the men will not want to go to the
public houses Isnt it a capital idea-

A sad smile touched Marsdens lips
for an instant And where do you
meet today Its a long way for you
to go to Whitechapel

Didnt I tell you The Marchioness-
of Gloucester is giving a drawing room
at her town house and Lady Helen
wrote an urgent note insisting that I
should come even though it were only
for an hour as her mother depehded
on my advice so much

Of course I know thats lust a way
of putting it but I have taken lots
of trouble about founding the union-
so I think it would hardly do for me
to be absent Youre feeling much
better too arnt you today Thomas-

Yes much better The pain has
almost ceased perhaps Iwi be quite
gone when you return you spare
just ten minutes t sit beside me
There is something I have been want ¬
ing to say and perhaps this is my
only chance When I am well again
I may be afraid

Mrs Marsden sat down wondering
and her husband waited a minute

One understands many things thatpuzzled him before when he lies inquietness for weeks and takes an afterlook Yes I suspected it at timesbut I was a coward and put thethought away Iseemed curious that-no one came to spend an hour withme amen do with friends and Inoticed that they appeared to avoidme I thought it was a fancy and thatI had grown selfconscious
Everything is quite plain now andI am not hurt dear andI dont blame any person that wouldbe very wrong People might havebeen far more impatient with me andmight have made my lfmiserable
God gave me a mind and aslow tongue i took me a long time tograsp anything and no one caredabout the subjects that interested me

Beatrice = e I wish now you hadtold me how I had bored our friends itwould have been a kindness but never
mind that now you did not like to give
me pain

What troubles me most is that all
these years you should have been tedto a very tiresome fellow and ¬

den made some poor attempt to smile
Had I thought of what was before

you I would never have asked you tomarry me-
Dont cry dear I did not wish to

huryou I wad to ask your par
don for that martyrdom-
and to thank you for
being my wife and theres something
else

You see when I get well and am
not lying in bed maybe I could not
tel you so let me explain everything-
now and then we need not speak
about such things again

Perhaps you thought me too eco¬

nomical but I was saving for a pur¬

pose Your portion has not brought
quite so much as it did and I wished-
to make it up to you and now you
can have 600 a year abefore if this
illness had gone against me you would
have been quite comfortablemoney I mean dear

No I insist on your going to Lady
Gloucesters the change will do you
good and Ill lie here digesting the
Reformation you know and he
smiled better this time siite credita ¬

bly in fact Will you give me a kiss
just to keep till we meet again

We-n the nurse came down at < to
she was horrified to find

her patient alone and in the death
agony but conscious and able to
speak

Dont ringnor send for my wife
1 senther away knowing that the

end was near made her go in
fact against her will

The nurse gave him brandy and he
became stronger for a minuteShe has had l to bear
with me and I did not wish her to
see death My manner has been al ¬

ways so wearisome I hoped
that nobody would be here You
are very kind nurse no more if you
please

Would it trouble you to hold
my hand nurse Its a little lonely-

I am not afraid > a wayfaring
man though a fool not err
threin

He was not nearly s tedious with j

his dying a he had been with his
living very shortly afterwards
Thomas

forever
Marsden ha done with sta-

tistics
¬

IV

Tree days later Leslie came home
city with tidings on his face

and he told them to his wife when they
were alone that night t

Marsdens lawyer made anappoint i

ment after the funeral and I had an
hour with him He has asked me to be
a trustee with himself in Mrs Mars ¬

dens settlement-
Im

I

so glad you must Rcppt for it
will be such a comfort to poor
Beatrice but I thought Godfrey was-
her sole trustee-

So
j

he was said Leslie grimly
mores the pity and he embezzled

every penny of the funds gambled I

them away in card playing and
other ways

Godfrey Harrison Beatrices broth-
er

¬
2

Yes her muchadmired accom-
plished

¬

illused hivithpr the victim of
her husbands stinginess-

If that be true then Godfrey is
simply a

You mean an unmitigated scou-
ndrel

¬

Quite so Florence and a num ¬

other words we wont go over I
tel you a Leslie sprang to his

there some use n =wcanne
if it had not been for one or two ex-
pressions

¬

that came to my memory
suddenly toda I should have been ill
Curious say the lawyer seee to
enjoy them amuch as it
must be abad case

But I dont understandif Godfrey
spent Trixys money how is there any¬

thing to manage did he pay it back
No he did not and could not he

has not enough brains to earn eight
eenpence except by cheating and if
by chance he came into a fortune
would grudge his sister a pound

Then
Dont yov begin to catch a glimpse

of the facts TVfcv Marsden toiled and
scrape and Inthe end so the doctors-
say kied himself to replace the
money he had just succeeded
before his death

Ja > w good of him but r dont se
the necessity of all this secrecy on his
part and al those stories about low
interest he told Trixy

There was no necessity if it had
been some of us we would have let j

Mrs Marsden know what kind of
brother she had and ordered him out
of the country on threat of the jailIwas Marsdens foolishness jhit us

to spare his wife the disgrace-
of

Iher idol and the loss of his com-
pany

¬

So her husband was desriscd
beside this previous rascal every day

Trixy wi get a terrible shock when
she is would alimst have been
kinder to let her know the truth cc
fore he died

Mrs Marsden i never to know

said Leslie that was his wish shes
just to be informed that new trustees
have been appointed and we are to
tae care that she does not waste her

on the fellow
People will send letters of con ¬

dolence to Mrs Marsden but they wM
say at afternoon teas that it musi be
a great relief to her and that js
quite beautiful ta see her sorrow lu
two years sac will marry some well
dressed fool anSI thej will live Cn
Marsdens money and Leslies voice
had aunusual bittern23s

Did you ever hear of mother case
like this John 1

Never when olc Paithment de¬

scribe Marsdea giving him the in¬

he stopped suddenly
arsden h sail was the bIg-

gest fool I ever came cross 1 the
course of fortytwo years practic
and he went over to the window

And you
I went to tie fireplace we woie

both so disgusted with the man that
we couldnt speak for five minutes

After a short while Mr Leslie said-
It appears to me that this slow un-

interesting
¬

mm whom everyone
counted a bore was aimoa IT

I heroOr altogether replied John Leslie

THE MODEL MUNICIPALITY

A Concise Statement of Glasgows
Many Advantages

Glasgow is the model municipality of
the world and we may all profit by its
experience and example The city
council which is the governing body

I recognizes three duties as being laid
upon it To fulfill their trusts by econ ¬

omical administration of the citys fi-

nances
¬

to improve public health both
physical and moral and to give bright¬

ness and the possibility of happiness to
civil life This high conception of the
duty of a corporation has not been car-
ried

¬

out in full but no one will deny
that a very satisfactory and successful
attempt has been made to live up to the
lofty standard which has been estab-
lished

¬

The city counci undertakes to
supply the water gas
electric lighting parks public baths
warehouses and street railways street
cleaning building police protection
and various minor services

I The water supply is obtained from
Loch Katrine thirtyfive miles distant
and is copious and pure There is
no better water furnished any city in

I the world we believe that Dublin is
the only city that gets it cheaper
There have beer nearly twelve and a
half millions invested in water works-
In 1870 a sinking fund was established
through the merium of which nearly
three and threequarter million dollars
have been paid off up to the present
time and it is expected that the sink-
ing

¬

fund wil pay off the whole debt in
1941 when the waterworks will be the
unburdened property of the corpora-
tion

¬

In the meantime the supply of wa ¬

ter has been enormously increased the
quality improved and the price re-

duced more than 50 per cent In addi-
tion

¬

to the supply of water for usual
purposes it is now to drivepropose
machinery by a pressure of

I 1000 pounds to the square inch
throughout the business area of the

I cityThe Glasgow corporation has long
been in the field as a manufacturer of

t gas In 1869 it took possession of the
gas plants which were owned by two
private companies and commenced the
production and sale of gas The qual-
ity

¬

of gas was improved while its sale
was reduced The city furnishes
twentytwo candle power gas at the
rate of 60 cents per 1000 cubic feetThe street railways of Glasgow up
June 30 1894 were operated by a pri-
vate

¬

company Six years ago the coun-
cil

¬

endeavored to impose certain condi-
tions

¬

on this company such as regu ¬

lating the fare and limiting the hours
of work for the employees The com-
pany refused to make any concessions-
and as a result of the unwillingness to
act in a fair and generous manner to-

ward the public and the laboring
classes the council decided not to re
new their charter but to take posses- ¬

sion of the street railway property it-

self
¬

and operate i Iput on 300 new
cars 3000 horses 1700 new men
The city introduced z 1 cent fare hith¬

erto unknown and made 4 cents the
maximum The experiment of operat¬

ing street railwajs fcy the city has
proved a success The city has made
money and at the same time improved
the plant and reduced the fares Inow carries 300000 a week for 1
fares 600000 for 2 cent fares 05000 for
3 cent faros and 20000 for 4 cent fares
The next step will be to abolish all
fares above 2 cents

j The distinguished feature of Gasgows financial management is
sinking fund It is now applied to
every municipal enterprise of the city
On examining its accounts one finds
that all serious debts are on the way
to be liquidated by the automatic oper
ation of this device The present finan
cial condition of Glasgow seems ex ¬

tremely satisfactory The liabilities
are 8 million pounds and the assetslOj million pounds Tri 4h d lear bal-
ance of 2 million pounds on the right
side of the account

The ability the honesty and theeconomy which have been brought to
bear In the administration of the pub ¬

lic affairs of Glasgow have been se-
cured

¬

by the elimination of politics
The counci is composed of solid bus
iness Politics is practically un ¬

known in the meetings of the councilnor is eloquent speech in great demand
there The success of Glasgow in mu ¬
nicipal government has been achievedby the rigid exclusion of olitics fromthe city offices and by entrusting theadministration of the city to trainedcapable and honest business men
There is no city in the world so wellgoverned as Glasgow and none whoseaffairs are conducted so thoroughly inkeeping with the principle that public
officials of the city are to be re-
garded

¬

as the directors of a greatcooperative undertaking in whichevery citizen is a shareholder andthe dividends of which are pay¬
able in the better health increased
comfort recreation and happiness ofthe whole population American Lawand Title Register
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So Thought the Wheelman lInt She
ThonKrlit Differently

The wheelman who was scorching
through Washington park rounded
one of the curves just as a little girl
about i years old started to run across
the road in front of him He set his
teeth turned his bicycle sharply to
the left and flew out of the saddle in
one direction while the machine went
tumbling in another the little girl
escaping by a hairs breadth

You careless brute exclaimed asharpvoiced matron who came run ¬
ning up You monkey on two
wheels What do you mean by racing
about the park in this daredevi kind-
of a way Havent any con ¬

sideration for other folks Dont you
know youre always liable to run over
somebody Do you want to scare ieopIe to death Some people havent got
the sense they were born with If Ihad Tny way about it Id stop this
business mighty quick You mighthay killed my chiM

Yes maam replied ho mfg
I

man who had gathered himself up
and was maVing an inventory f his
damages But I ilHn t rfhe gets off
with a scratch while Ive gut a skin-
ned

¬

elbow a bruised cn t r sprained
ankle and a lame shOUlder Theresapiece of skin as big ns ahalf dol ¬
lar gone from the palm of my hand
my hair Is iul of jut Ive ruincl a
suit oC and it will cost me i5
to have the machine mended If 1 m
not kicking mtani 1 donr think yu
ought to rick

He picked up his broken bicycle put-
It over his shoulder and limped away
in the direction or the near st repair
shop Chicago Tribune
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To THC EDToRI have aabsolute remedy for Consumption and all Throat and Lung
Troubles By its timely use thousands of hopeless cases have been already permanently curea

V So proofpositive am I of its power that I consider it my duty to send two bottles free to those your readerwho m
have Consumption or any Lung Trouble ithey will write me their express and postoffice address

1 Established t OTA SiccrcI T A SLOCU3I MC 183 Pearl Street New York
The Editorial and Business Management of Paper Guarantee the Genuineness of the above Proposition
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SENATOR JONES

BRAVE DEED

Heroic Chapter in the Life of the j

Nevadan

GREAT FIRE IN A MINE
II

BLAZE IX THE YELLOW JACKET
IX TUB YEAR 1SGO

Carelessness oC a Miner Leaving a
IIuruiiiKT Candle Sticking in the
Tliiilcr of n Drift Imprisoned
Miners Inl Stricken Cases Tra-
verse Ituulcinpr Shafts Tragic
Scenes on the Lower Levels

Written for The Herald
Copyrighted 1895 by S S McClure j

Limited-
BY ELLIOT LEORD

In the greatest underground fight
with fire that ever was waged in this
country a most important part was
borne by a wellknown Senator of the
United States John P Jones of Ne-

vada
¬

Some time during the night of
the sixth of April 1863 a careless min-
er

¬

left a lighted candle sticking in the
timbers of a drift in the Yellow Jacket
mine on the line of the famous Com-
stock lode in western Nevada No ¬

where was such recklessness more to

SENATOR JOHN P JOXES

be dreaded for after the ore was ex-

tracted
¬

the Comstock mines were mam ¬

moth tinder boxes The rich silver ore
boHies were sprinkled through the

mass of the lode like raisins in a duff-
as John Mackey the bonanza king
used to say and in the excavation cribs-
of timber were reared one above an¬

other like the successive stories of a
house and extended over the floor of
the ore chambers To these enormous

stack of wood were added the timbers
and drifts until the great

lode had become the tomb of n forest-
as the stripped slopes of the Sierra
Nevada bore witness Cut in volcanic
rock the mines were hotter than a
Turkish bath house and their wooden
walls and prope were as inflammable-
as the stubb e of a harvest field

So when the flame of the Darning
candle touched the wood in the drift
the fire began to run quickly along
the gallery Nobody caught sight of
the stealthy racing horror until it had
made such headway that the charred
timbers broke under the weight of the
crumbling roof Then the unsupport-
ed

¬

rock fell with a crash choking up
the gallery arid puffing a blast of foul
air and smol t hrough the connecting-
drifts into the shafts of the Crow
Point and Yellow Jacket mines

Imprisoned Miners Fall Stricken
It was the hour when the shifts were

changing so that fewer jjien were at
work in the mines than usual and this
was the saving of many lives John
Murphy station man at the SOO foot
level of the Yellow Jacket shaft heard-
a sound like a gust of wind roaring
through the drift and saw the fifteen
lights in the station at once extin-
guished

¬

The foul blast stifled him
and he crouched on the floor wrap ¬

ping his rubber coat about his face In-
a moment he lost consciousness but
could remember when rescued that he
heard a pitiful cry come up the shaft
from a lower level Murphy send me-
a cage I am suffocating to death

So men fell stricken in the adjoining
Kentuck mine but it was in the Crown
Point that the gust was most deadly
Fortyfive men had just been lowered
into the mine getting off the shaft on
different levels The cage was again
descending with its load when It
plunged into a rising current of foul
air at the 700 foot level still it went I

down steadily to the 800 foot level
where men were found crying for help-
in the dark amid a suffocating smoke
The terrified sufferers rushed toward
the cage as a last hope and crowded in
and upon it until not a bar was left to
clingto All could not be saved and
those who saw the cage rise toward
ithe surface from the station knew that
they were left behind to die

As soon as the rescued miners could
leave the cage at the surface it was
lowered agin swiftly to the SOO foot
station and after a moments pause
the signal was given to hoist and the
cage was once more pulled at full
speed Only two came up They were
brothers sturdy young Yorkshiremen
One was standing in the cage insensi-
ble

¬

holding the fearfully mutatedbody of his dead brother
that could hardly be loosened The
head and right arm had been torn away
by the side timbers of the shaft as the
cage shot upward The lead and dying
men were parted by kind hands and
ever effort made to revive the latercouch was laid for
other sufferers in the hoisting works
but he was past all help of medicine-
He gasped faintly for some hours and
then his troubled breathing ceased for-
ever

¬

At the first warning of fire the steam
whistles of the mines began to blow
their shrill alarm Fire engines from
Gold Hill and Virginia City came bat-
tling

¬
up to the shaft house With the

firemen came also thousands lof men
women and children from the
towns on the lode clustering mining
smoky works and pressing in passion-
ately

¬
to catch a moments glimpse into

the black pits where fathers sons hus ¬

bands and brothers were dying
The Cases Traverse RcelfiiiR ShaftEvery moment the streams of smoke

gushing out of the mouths of the shaft
grew denser and more deadly but the
striving miners clung stubbornly to the
forlorn hope of rescuing their
comrades Again and again the cages
were sent down through the shafts now
reeking with funnels and held at the
lower stations to offer relief to possible
survivors but wait as they might
withi eyes and ears strained to catch
the faintest response no answering sig-

nal
¬

was given In the strain of horror
the crowd scarcely stirred or spoke
Here and there was a convulsing sob-
bing but no frantic cries or movements
Strong hearts break silently and the
weaker ones were stupefied by the

shock-
So many women stood staring va

cantly with clenched hands and sway ¬

ing bodies while they waited untiring-
lyj hour after hour for news of their
loved ones

Every possible effort was made to
rescue the doomed men and the chief
director of the struggle was John P
Jones superintendent of the Crown
Point mine He had come to the big
lode from California little more than-
a year before Then he had hardly a
dollar in his pockets but his work ¬

ing capital of brains and energy was
unsurpassed by anybody He went to
the front at once first in charge of
the Kentuck mine and next of the
Crown Point where he was seeking-
the bonanza which he finally un-
earthed

¬

So he took the lead in the
fight with the fire a a matter of
course and unhesitatingly

RisUIns Life to Save Life
As soon as the smoke cleared away

somewhat from the Yellow Jacket
shaf owing to the strong draft set¬

downward and up the Crown
Point shaft small parties of miners
and firemen went down repeatedly into
the burning mines and finally suc-
ceeded

¬

in bringing up six bodies from
the lower levels of the Kentuck and
Yellow Jacket No one could live for-
a moment in the reeking chimney of
the Crown Point shaft but as a blower
was kept at work constantly puffing
fresh air into the lower levels it was
faintly hoped that some in the depths-
of the mine beneath the smoke cur¬

rent might yet be living
So a cage was sent down to the

1000 foot level about noon with a
lighted lantern upon it and a sheet-
of pasteboard on which was written

We are fast subduing the lIre Iis death to attempt to come up
where you are We shall get you out
soon The gas in the shaft is terrible
and produces sure and speedy death
Write a word to us and send it up
on the cage and let us know where
you are-

When the cage reached Its destined
station there was a pause for a few
moments while all waited breathlessly
for some signal in return When thecage was drawn up to the surface it
was seen that the light was extin-
guished

¬

but even if the writing had
been illuminated by the beams of a
cloudless sun Instead of the dim rays
of a glimmering lantern no eye within
that dreadful tomb could have read
the message

The roll of the three mines was then
called Twentythree were missing in
the Crown Point one in the Yellow
Jacket and four in the Kentuck Eight
bodies had been recoverd thirty-
six miners In all probability were
dead
A Tragic Spectacle on the Lower

Levels
About midnight it was decided to

attempt to descend through the 900
foot level of the Yellow Jacket mine
into the lower levels of the Crown
Point Three Gold Hill firemen Put ¬
nam Lee and Mercer went down
with a Virginia City fireman Henry
Ane No men that ever risked their
lives for a forlorn hope were braver
They reached the 1000 foot level of the
Crown Point alive groping with dimly
burning lanterns through the utter
darkness and choking atmosphere of
the drifts Om the floor of this level
dead men were lying as they fell In
the agony of suffocation with their
mouths glued to cracks in the planks
seeking everywhere for one last breath-
of fresh air Their faces were flushed
and swollen but the features of well
known friends were not past recogni-
tion

¬

Farther on however in the well
at the bottom of the shaf frightfully
mangled bodies found of
wretched men who had met an instant
death in their wild desire to escape
from torture One poor sufferer had
climbed up the shaft to a point be¬

tween the 800 and 900 foot levels where-
he was found hanging to the ladder
with one leg fast inside and still
clasping the rounds with 5 firm a
death grip that he could only be
plucked away by force The bodies
were tied securely to planks and
hoisted one after another to the sur ¬

face where they were taken up in
the stout arms of miners and firemen
and borne away-

A Long Battle With the Flames
Meanwhile miners and firemen were

battling with the unsubdued fire As
the firemen made their way farther
and farther into the burning drifts
the danger grew more deadly As
fast as the flames were extinguished-
by the firemen the miners clearedaway the charred wood and fallen
rock and set new timbers in place
Streams of water were kept playing
constantly on the heated rock of the
walls to cool the smoky ovens which
had been mine galleries Hot water
stood ankle deep on the floor of the
levels and its rising steam mingled
with the sulphurous vapors of the de-
composed

¬

ores and the smoke of the
burning wood A cave might occur atany time which would block the ven-
turesome

¬

fighters up In a stifling
prison or expel a blast of foul air
which would smother them in a mo ¬

ment-
In placing hose pipes in the drifts of

the Kentuck mines the miner oTTen
fell on the floor and were
carried fainting to the surface where
some lay gasping like dyintr men and
other reeled and talked like drunk¬

ards On regaining consciousness they
described their first sensation imon
breathing the gas as a pain near

their liver next they felt an op-
pression

¬

of the chest and the gradual
filling of the lungs with somE ifeTforeign fluid Then followed
and sudden insensibility-

Fresh air was pumped into the
drifts by blowers through long Dint¬

but this relief aonly par-
tial

¬

at best and might be instantly
cut off Then too when th air en
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Hal Way Up Xnslc Felt Fainting

Against His Companion

terefd the drit the smouldering woodwas IO flame and new heads
of the hydra fire mocked the men whothought they had destroyed the mon-
ster

¬

The fight was prolonged hour afterhour in desperation because no one
would suggest closing the mouths of
the shaft and filling the mines with

even the faintest hope re-
mained

¬
that any one still lived to be

rescued It was only when this hops
was utterly lost at noon n the Dtk c
of April that the shafts wore e1ose
and for seventyitwo hours st am wag
forced from the boier of the hoisnng
works into the Then a streamof water was thrown down the CrownPoint shat in order to purify the air ja possible and after severard1atempts small parties of
ceeded in exploring some of the levels
and brought up the bodies of treemore victims But Iwas found
the smouldering burst out again
when fresh air was let into the mine
So the superintendent determined tj>

shut up the shafts again and inject
steam as before

Senator Jones Brave Deed
In order to carry steam into the700foot level where the fire stillburned stubbornly pipe connectionswere made with the utmost daringand difficulty Then It remained only

to cut off the passage of theinto the lower levels by steaan
iron plate through the main conduit
tube Jones would not order anyone
to take the risk of completing this
work for the mine was momentarily
growing more deadly So he sent all
his helpers to the surface and re-
mained

¬
in the fearful pit with 8 ttyoung miner named Nagle who

unteered to stay with him 07The atmosphere was 50 foul that abunch of nine lighted candles gave
scarcely the light of one Nagle was
soon dazed and breathing painfully
but the superintendent a man of un-
usual

¬
chest compass suffered littlethough he was conscious of an in ¬

creasing intoxication The blows of
his sledge hammer fell wide of thp
mark striking the plate unevenly yet
he was so expert a miner that he
could ordinarily cleave a fly on the
wall with his pick Still the work was
nearly completed when the faint flame
went out leaving the men in utter
darkness Nagle half delirious
jumped upon the cage at the instant
onl Jonehad scarcely time to folObefore the unnerved miner tXesignal rope violently and the cage
dragged up through the warped tin
hers of the shaft at a terrific speed
The men in it expected to hear thEstrained cable snap momentarily andhalf way up Nagle fell 1against his companion Jones hellhim tightly until the shaft mouth
reached Then he dropped the insen
sible body on the floor of the cage and
staggered out drunk as never before
nor since to use his own vivid words-
in telng the story

made awonderfully pluckand skillful fight but it was
long day before the stubborn fire was
finally extinguished Steam was
pumped in for weeks and even after
the mines were partially reopened it
was necessary to close them up again-
as the entrance of air revived the
smouldering flames The damage
caused by the fire was never fully re ¬

paired Some of the closed galleries-
were never reopened and a numebrof
bodies if not consumed in the fur ¬

nace remain at this day In the crypts
where the miners were entombc by
the fallen roofs of the galerIe

XOT DEADLY ENOUGH

He smokingAnd what is your
opinion of the deadly cigarette-

She Ilooking him overThey arnohalf as deadly athey ought
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